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the b
Before V mid-15th century, books in Europe were generally copied Wl—l}':,h hand,
This
usually by monks working in monasteries. Fhese process of manually copying

manuscripts was slow and expensive, with the result that only the wealthy or
powerful ggseable to afford books. However, this situation changed dramatically
with the invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg around 1440. His
innovation not only transformed how books were produced but also reshaped
European society in ways that are still felt today.

Gutenberg’s movable-type press allowed individual I}%t%tgfsto be arranged and
rearranged to form words and sentences. Once the type was inked and pressed onto
paper, multiple copies of a text coul?lepg(ra(e)géceeguickly and with consistent quality.
Compared with the laborious hand-copying method, printing was far more efficient

. o . spread
and cost-effective. Within a few decades, printing presses spreaded across Europe,

48

than
making books more widely available as ever before.

the
The impact of V printing press extended beyond technology. It fueled an

Ordina
explosion of knowledge and literacy. Qfd-ma*%r people, who previously had little

access to written works, could now afford books. This access encouraged education

led
and lead to a growing demand for schools and universities. Furthermore, scholars

and scientists could share their findings more easily, which helped accelerate

medicine
progress in fields such as astronomy, medieal, and mathematics.

In short, Gutenberg’s invention marked the dawn of a new era. By making
: . accessible : . : :
information aeeessibility to a broader audience, the printing press laid the foundation

shared
for the modern world, where knowledge is sharing freely and widely.




